
 

SYLLABUS 
Course Title Philosophy and Art as a Mechanism for Problem Solving 

Course Number LAR 303 

Number of Credits 3 semester credits 

Course Dates 8/13/18 – 10/13/18 

Instructor Lucas Kellison 

Kit Voorhees 

Email Address lucas.kellison@doane.edu 

kit.voorhees@doane.edu 

Office Hours/Availability Available by email and appointment.  

Phone Number 402.466.4774 

    

Textbook Information: 
(e.g. title, edition, 
publisher, ISBN) 

We will be using excerpts from Frankenstein and many additional works of 

philosophical and artistic literature.  

Additional Course Materials N/A 

    

mailto:lucas.kellison@doane.edu


Course Description This course will develop students’ teamwork and leadership skills to 
prepare for citizenship or work as they connect theory, practice and 
experience.  Students, drawn from multiple fields of specialized study, 
will collaboratively analyze a complex real-world problem, develop an 
empathetic understanding of multiple perspectives needed to 
comprehend the issue, and propose possible solutions. Students will 
be engaged through experiential pedagogies selected as appropriate 
by the LAR 303 instructors. Students will publically present work. 

Prerequisite: Junior or senior status, and successful completion 
of LAR 202. 

Program Outcomes Doane Core:  Liberal Arts Studies 
 
Students will work to: 
 

● construct a reasoned understanding of a problem with 
evidence of relevant contextual factors, including ethical, 
logical, and cultural dimensions of the problem. 

● articulate multiple approaches for solving the problem and 
propose one or more solutions/hypotheses that indicate a 
deep comprehension of the problem. 

● engage all participants to foster a constructive team climate. 
● reflect on their progress on the essential learning outcomes, 

drawing on their specialized studies (majors/minors), 
foundational areas of knowledge, liberal arts seminars, and 
experiential activities in order to express their distinctive 
voices, define their own ethical values, and understand and 
prepare for their multiple roles in a just society. 

 
Program Outcomes: 
 
a. Develop critical and analytical thinking skills 
b. Develop oral and written communications skills 
c. Obtain a strong liberal arts component to balance the technical 
knowledge I have acquired 
 

Course Learning 

Outcomes/Objectives 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
● Students will develop a system of personal ethics through the 

exploration of artistic and philosophical works. 
● Students will create, apply, and observe art as a means to 

better understand themselves and the culture around them. 
● Students will explore personal and societal preconceptions of 

others, including those they know and those they know about. 



Topics will include political affiliations, religion, race, and 
gender. 

● Students will use their system of personal ethics to examine 
complex societal issues with difficult solutions. 

● Students will collaborate with others to contribute to the 
eradication of a local social problem. 

    

Technology Requirements https://www.doane.edu/faq/minimum-computer-requirements 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Course Schedule 

https://www.doane.edu/faq/minimum-computer-requirements


Week or Module Topic Content Assessments Matched 

to Learning Outcomes 

Due Date & 

Time 

 1 Course 

Introduction: 

Psychology 

and Self 

What’s in a 

Name? 

Prometheus, 

Franklin, and 

Galvani, oh 

my!  

Myers-Briggs, 

Frankenstein 

overview, 

including Shelley’s 

background and 

the 1815 eruption 

of Mt. 

Tembora – 

Perhaps there isa 

St.Helen’s/Nirvana

connection? 

Historical Article 

on electricity. 

Lecture/discussion 

on Prometheus 

through the Mary 

Shelley and Percy 

Shelley lens, plus 

some “current 

events” from the 

1780s. 

 

Seven Easy Pieces 

Activity (LO1) 

Read Ch. 1-5 and 

answer discussion 

questions. 

Read Plato’s Allegory 

of the Cave. 

 

During Class 

 

Ready for 

Week 2 

Ready for 

Week 2 

2 What they 

don’t tell you 

about 

acquiring 

knowledge: 

Santa, Plato, 

and Dr. 

Frankenstein 

Frankenstein’s 

Dragon 

 

Lecture, 

discussion, 

and activity 

centering on 

Plato’s 

Allegory of 

the Cave. 

The Matrix. 

Lecture and 

discussion on 

the history of 

dragons, 

 Read Ch. 6-10 

and answer the 

Discussion 

Questions 

Ready for 

Week 3 



what they 

should mean 

to the human 

race, and 

why we 

should 

constantly be 

“looking out” 

for them. 

 

 

 3 Epic Battle: 

Nature vs. 

Nurture 

The 

importance of 

Language and 

Articulation 

Lecture  and 

discussion on 

Rousseau 

and Milton 

vs. Shelley. 

Who taught 

you or what 

taught you? 

Lesson and 

discussion on 

texts, emojis, 

and Orwell.  

“Strange 

Fruit.” 

 

 Read Ch. 11-14 

and answer 

online discussion 

questions. 

 Ready for 

Week 4 

 4  Safie and the 

Nature of 

Oppression: 

Existentialism 

The Creature’s 

Descent: the 

Dangers of 

Nihilism and 

Lecture and 

discussion on 

the reality of 

oppression 

and the 

choices we 

can make 

once we are 

 Read Ch. 15-20 

and answer the 

online discussion 

questions 

 

 Ready for 

Week 5 



the Reduction 

to Hatred 

aware of our 

oppression.  

Lecture and 

discussion on 

why 

understandin

g oppression 

and the 

pursuit of 

purpose is 

vital to our 

ability to act 

in the world.  

“Guernica” 

“God is 

dead.”  

  

5 The Problem 

of Pain: Why 

Bad Things 

Happen to 

Good People 

Taking on 

Responsibility 

Beyond 

Oppression: 

How 

Dependency 

Ruins the 

Lives of Loved 

Ones 

 Lecture and 

discussion on 

Free Will.  

Lecture and 

Discussion on 

what is, 

perhaps, our 

biggest blind 

spot when we 

live for our 

oppression: 

the pain of 

our loved 

ones.  

“With God on 

Our Side.” 

 

 Read Ch. 21-24 

and answer the 

online discussion 

questions.  

  

 Ready for 

Week 6 



Week 6  Walton’s 

Truth:  How 

We Avoid 

Creating 

Monsters  

How Mary 

Shelley 

Exploded the 

Monomyth 

 

Lecture and 

discussion on 

why it is 

important to 

gain 

knowledge of 

both 

technical and 

ethical 

means.  

Short lecture 

about Mary 

Shelly’s 

possibly 

heroless 

story, its 

significance, 

freedom vs. 

safety, and 

Black Mirror  

 

https://www.yo

utube.com/watc

h?v=XevCvCLdK

CU 

Discussion about 

how our favorite 

stories tend to 

fall under this 

category.  

 Think of 

another 

experiment gone 

bad, dystopian, 

and/or heroless 

story and 

compare it to 

Frankenstein.  

  

Week 7  Sharing 

Stories:  Using 

Stories to 

Learn More 

About 

Ourselves 

Nietzsche and 

the “God is 

Dead” 

declaration. 

 Essentialism 

within the 

Doane 

experience. 

Discussion on 

the 

importance of 

mythology 

and the 

nature of 

wisdom—why 

raw 

intelligence 

(i.e., IQ, 

etc.) is not 

necessarily 

an indicator 

of wisdom. 

 

Read Nietzsche’s 

“The Parable of 

a Mad Man” 

 

Due Week 

8  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XevCvCLdKCU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XevCvCLdKCU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XevCvCLdKCU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XevCvCLdKCU


Definition of 

“self.” 

 

8  Essentialism, 

Nihilism, and 

Absurdism 

Lecture on 

Dostoevsky, 

Ellison, 

Nietzsche, 

and Sartre 

 

Paper: begin to 

develop a center 

of ethics and see 

how it might 

help you solve a 

personal or 

relational 

problem in your 

life. 

 

Due Week 

9  

Grading Assessments 

Type of Assessment Points Total possible points 

Central assessments aiming at the Doane Core 

will be adjusted from term to term.  These will 

consist of three bigger papers written during the 

course.  

  

      

      

      

Grade Scale (Grade scale will be program specific.  Please check with the applicable Program Director for 

this information.) 

A=90%-100%            B= 80-90%         C= 70-80%                 D= 60-70% F= 59% or 
below 
  
  



Participation Policy A student is expected to be prompt and regularly attend on-ground 
classes in their entirety.   Regular engagement is expected for on-line 
courses. Participation in class discussions is an integral part of your 
grade.  
  
(Faculty to insert any additional class participation; see resource page for 
ideas.) 
  

Study Time Expectation of the amount of time the course requires students to spend 
preparing and completing assignments. Typically, students could expect 
to spend approximately 12 hours a week preparing for and actively 
participating in this 8-week 3 credit hour course. This actual time for 
study varies depending on students’ backgrounds. 
  

Late Work (Include expectations regarding late work; please see attachment for 
examples.) 
  

Submitting 
Assignments 

(Include expectations regarding students’ submission of assignments, for 
example, in class or in Blackboard.) 
  

Communication Policy 
including Assignment 
Feedback 

(State your policy on timeliness of communicating with students and 
length of time needed before assignments will be graded, e.g. 48 hours.) 

Academic Integrity 
Policy 

New Academic Integrity Policy to be released AUTM 2018 

Academic Support 
  

Please contact academicsupport@doane.edu 
https://www.doane.edu/graduate-and-adult/academic-support 
  

Disability Services https://www.doane.edu/disability-services 
Doane University supports reasonable accommodations to allow 
participation by individuals with disabilities.  Any request for 
accommodation must be initiated by the student as soon as possible. 
Each student receiving accommodations is responsible for his or her 
educational and personal needs while enrolled at Doane University. 
Please contact Chris Brady at chris.brady@doane.edu or 
402-467-9031 for assistance.  

Military Services https://www.doane.edu/graduate-and-adult/military  
  

https://www.doane.edu/graduate-and-adult/academic-support
https://www.doane.edu/disability-services
https://www.doane.edu/graduate-and-adult/military


Anti-Harassment 
Policy 

http://catalog.doane.edu/content.php?catoid=5&navoid=452 

Grade Appeal Process http://catalog.doane.edu/content.php?catoid=5&navoid=238 
  

Credit Hour Definition Doane University follows the federal guideline defining a credit hour as 
one hour (50 minutes) of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a 
minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work each week for 
approximately fifteen weeks (one semester), or the equivalent amount of 
work over a different time period (e.g., an 8-week term). This definition 
applies to courses regardless of delivery format, and thus includes 
in-person, online, and hybrid courses (combination of in-person and 
online).  It also applies to internship, laboratory, performance, practicum, 
research, student teaching, and studio courses, among other contexts. 
  

Syllabus Changes Circumstances may occur which require adjustments to the syllabus. 
Changes will be made public at the earliest possible time. 
  

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

http://catalog.doane.edu/content.php?catoid=5&navoid=452
http://catalog.doane.edu/content.php?catoid=5&navoid=238

